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Paradox of Partisanship
Q#1: What is the paradox that Drutman discusses in this chapter?
In this chapter, Drutman discusses the paradox of partisanship. He looks at the development and growth of the America’s political system, especially in relation the political parties. He argues that in the 1950s, the two dominant parties (Democratic and Republic Party) were largely indistinguishable because of the way they collaborated and shared ideas. However, this has since changed even if the two major political parties have remained dominant up to date. The division between political parties in the United States has widened. According to Drutman, division is good because it sets the differences between the political party ideologies, but too much division is also not good. Despite various attempts to resolve the paradox of partisanship in American, including the antipartisan and responsible partisans’ approaches, nothing has been achieved yet. The America’s politics has continued become more polarized and division continues to expand day-by-day. The political parties changed towards the 1950s. As Drutman explains, this was the end of political ideology because political parties were no longer battling to compete on the basis of worldviews. Instead, they served as a tool to be used by technocratic expertise and Keynesian economists to expand their liberal capitalism (p. 36). Drutman argues that political ideologies that drive political parties today are “boring” and even “little corrupt at times” (p. 36).  
Q#6: What is bipartisan and why has this ideology failed according to Drutman? Do you agree or disagree? Why? 
Bipartisan is the situation where political parties that disagree manage to find a common ground with the opposing political party to advance the interest of the country. As Drutman explains, this is no longer the case. According to Drutman, the reason why America’s political party system is dominantly made up of two political parties is the same reason why each government elected, in either Democratic or Republic party, has never been able to deal with the problems that the country faces. I agree with Drutman that the ideology of partisanship has failed because of too much competition (p. 57). The political parties have moved from bipartisan approach characterized by moving from “too little partisan competition to current too much competition and from too much compromise to too little compromise” (p. 57). Today, political parties are vehicles used by individuals with self-interest goals and ambitions to climb to power. This why over the years, Americans have been exchanging leaders from different political parties (Republican and Democratic parties), but they remain to experience their problems. A good example is the current standoff between the Republic and Democrats over the post-pandemic recovery 1 trillion dollar. Political bipartisanship is gone and what are remaining is self-interest members of party who take the parties as their private entities. 
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